
The Augustine Institute’s New Solanus Casey Documentary Shows

How All of Us Have the Ingredients to Live a Holy Life
“The Violinist: Stories of Solanus Casey” premieres with free showings on July 27-28 in Detroit.

Detroit, MI, July 8, 2024— Blessed Solanus Casey may not have excelled in many worldly talents,

including his hobbies of singing and playing the violin, but his simple, humble life left an extraordinary

legacy. Hundreds have shared stories of how this unassuming man profoundly impacted their lives. The

Augustine Institute, in partnership with Digital Continent, presents a short documentary titled "The

Violinist: Stories of Solanus Casey." This inspiring film premieres on July 27-28 in Detroit, with free

showings hosted by the Solanus Casey Center and Capuchin Franciscan Province of St. Joseph.

“The life of Fr. Solanus is simple yet profoundly inspiring,” said Emily Mentock, executive producer of

"The Violinist" and co-founder of Digital Continent. “Our research and filming unveiled countless stories

of Father Solanus’ deep love and friendship with God and unwavering service to others. He offers

valuable lessons for our modern world.”

The documentary features the personal accounts of three individuals who knew Fr. Solanus: his

grandniece, a Capuchin friar who lived with him at St. Bonaventure Monastery, and an Irish immigrant

who frequently organized visits to him. Through captivating illustrations, photography, video, and

immersive storytelling, the film brings Father Solanus Casey’s life and virtues to light, emphasizing the art

of listening, readiness to help others, and gratitude.

“We want everyone to experience Fr. Solanus’ gentle holiness and consider how they, too, can live a holy

life in their daily interactions,” Mentock added. “Fr. Solanus teaches us that sainthood is accessible to

everyone. We are thrilled to debut this film just in time to celebrate Fr. Solanus’s Feast Day on July 30.”

The film will premiere on July 27 at the Solanus Casey Center, with a private screening at 3:00 P.M. and a

reception to follow. The screening will feature a special Q&A session with Sr. Anne Herkenrath, SNJM,

Father Dan Crosby, OFM Cap., and Bridget Schultz, the documentary’s key subjects. Advanced

registration is required, and members of the media may contact Edmundo Reyes to reserve their seats.

On July 28, "The Violinist: Stories of Solanus Casey" will open to the public at the Solanus Casey Center,

adjacent to St. Bonaventure Monastery, where Father Solanus spent much of his life and where his body

rests. The Center features a permanent exhibit of artifacts and biographical information about his life. A

special free showing will take place at 10:00 A.M. with coffee and donuts to follow. Additional

screenings will take place throughout the day at 11:00 A.M., 12:00 P.M., 1:00 P.M. and 3:00 P.M.

"The Violinist: Stories of Solanus Casey" is part of the "Based on a True Saint" documentary series and

will be exclusively available July 30 on Formed, the Augustine Institute’s on-demand streaming platform.

For more information and a complete press kit, visit https://press.augustineinstitute.org/theviolinist.
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Emily Mentock is available for comment. To schedule an interview, contact Carrie Kline at

carriek@missionadvancementpartners.com.

###

About the Augustine Institute: The Augustine Institute is a Catholic educational apostolate founded in

2005 that exists to help Catholics understand, live, and share their faith through initiatives like Amen,

Formed, the Graduate School of Theology, Word of Life, and others.

About Digital Continent: Digital Continent is a media production and marketing agency that partners

with organizations to launch and grow digital projects that make Christ known and loved.


